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Opening Ceremony, 7December 2023

Scan the QR code to watch a
video of the exhibition.
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The exhibition was visited by
more than 14,000 people
over 10 days.
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Foreword by the UN Resident Coordinator
in the Islamic Republic of Iran

It is an honour for me to present this catalogue, which showcases the pieces featured at the
art exhibit “Humanity, Solidarity, One Planet”, organized by the United Nations in the Islamic
Republic of Iran. This exhibition is part of the collective effort to mark the UN Day 2023 in the
country.

The pieces reflect the art and heritage of 35 countries from across the globe. We are grateful
for the great cooperation of 34 Embassies, and that of the host country, Iran, in bringing
these diverse pieces together. The exhibition also showcases a few photographs of Member
States’ and public’s gifts to the UN Headquarters in New York.

At the time of writing this foreword, a profound crisis continues to evolve in the Middle East,
unlike any crisis the region has seen in decades. In this specific conjuncture, guided by the spirit
the UN Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the three interconnected themes
of this exhibition - Humanity, Solidarity and One Planet - underline that, despite the diversity of
humankind, we should be united among us and stand in the defense of our one planet.

The works of art in this exhibition shall serve as a call for people - irrespective of their gender,
race, religion or nationality - to come together and build societies where compassion reigns,
where no one is left behind and where the well-being of both people and the planet regain
political priority.

I wish to thank the participating Embassies, as well as all our national partners. This gratitude
is especially towards our colleagues at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts, and the Niavaran Cultural-Historic Complex, which hosted
the exhibition.

In conclusion, even in these difficult times, | trust that this initiative can serve as a reminder
of the crucial importance of the common aspiration of “We, the peoples” to live in humanity,

solidarity, on one planet.

Stefan Priesner



axio Jho (3Lojlw pude suiiS S lan s LidSuiuy
Ol oWl 559002 39

Lo g3 A (10w S 1 Smrod il gy 88 iulas o sasi sals Lioles ;U TSgIBLS 4 el yLaidl csgo (30 Sl
Sl Lo oz GG 1 iy Gimplod (ol - ol dS0 Sl doy Lo by sl 8uis 5555 Oyl o Ml (559002 50 amite J-Lo ¢slojluws
.C&.u)‘_)g.d')su_gl)n) y.ry dLu))n) Jxilo d.l.o_jg) MlASJ}:\

Sl 0ol igloibine oS g dilindlaww VE dilasous 5y 5o jl Lo it (3o oy 5 oS WO Eolyoto g yidd jl (Sl L)UTC).:\‘
Ho ilojlus yio 4y poy0 pg-as g gude lygiS Ll 1 (uSie sz (inlad (32l 50 (sizrand IS Lol g 9o U1 ¢l 15y910)S
! bl ALIAS Liuled 4o S)ygugad 40 dmie

a5l oans 4 dihio pl SLachoxs L &S Sl ictan g piog UL 1o Adlsaygli 10 s ihyxs 1S ity el LinEG ool o
Kaipia ool £ 5550 s - oo (g2 dpolel g oo o olejlas oo iy i L scsol by (sl o sl g
5 oy oo o L by Lo i .93 55952 Ly AS S o ST g 9dm 2] 2 -y 5o g Sisnrond il - (sl 1

OB 2 53 Aoy (Soliu] Gleadyluww 5l gldo 4o

2olg2 9 ail e ) 4S - o by Lo ol ipunicr 5| a8 0 - 093 wblgS poy0 Sl (e ]d Ulgheds Linles sl Gy )BT
duoye 1o ly gyl oo (14005 8)S et g p0y0 8LE) b 9 395 Livgolyd (Il 4o LS 4S (lo tail Sl cuda o o yo 45 wijlus )
w0y g] i A il

ylig idoyls g0l Cylig 3o WloplyBead jl 85190 {piS ySid 995 (o (515 dotd (yizro 9 dALS Sy sl dila)lew | pLilo
«uhols 5 SRy degame iuinled ol OLiue o lwd e 9 65—d)S iSRS 0

5335 8l (ledye dloy Syiine Oloyl Sles capad] yglols ulgl o ;I ¢l icudwws Ulygo ¢l 4o (i 4S pylo olisabl iyl 4o
Al 0yl S 4o i SSiuwaed L i luw]

P olaidl



| HUMANITY. SOLIDARITY. ONE PLANET. |

HUMANITY.
SOLIDARITY.
ONEPLANET.

The Charter of the United Nations begins with the words “We, the Peoples”. Guided by the
spirit of the Charter, the three themes of this exhibition - Humanity, Solidarity and One Planet -
underline that despite the differences and diversity of humankind, we are one humankind with
one planet to live on, and to protect.

The exhibit before you presents works of art and heritage from 35 member states of the United
Nations, from across continents, cultures, and traditions. Together, they serve as a call for all
people to come together to build a world where compassion reigns, where no one is left behind,
and where the well-being of both people and the planet is prioritized.

This exhibit, organized by the United Nations in the Islamic Republic of Iran, is one of the
initiatives to mark the UN Day 2023 in Iran.

The United Nations was formed from the ashes of World War Il with a core aspiration in mind:
peace. Today, our world is vastly different, many challenges persist, and the aspiration for peace
for all remains to yet be achieved. As a multilateral organization, the UN is the platform where all
nations can come together, foster dialogue, and find common solutions. As the most universal
organization ever created, the UN is a reaffirmation of the dignity and worth of the human
person and the equal rights of all, women and men. Only by recognizing that we all constitute
Humanity, and by treating each other with dignity, can we ensure lasting peace and security in
our world.
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We live in an imperfect world and our progress will be incomplete unless we take care of the
most vulnerable and marginalized people in our societies. The United Nations system - including
its humanitarian and development entities - strives to leave no one behind. Whether through
humanitarian aid, advocacy for rights, and efforts to bring people and communities together,
Solidarity implies that each of us works to ensure a better future for all of us.

Viewed from space, the vulnerability of our planet becomes apparent, such as in the picture
“Earth Rise”. In the vastness of the universe, the earth is but one “pale blue dot”, in the words
of astronomer Carl Sagan. It is a solitary rock that is home to the miracle called life. Yet, today,
our planet and its fragile eco-systems are pushed to a corner; by the triple planetary crises of
climate change, pollution and waste, and nature and biodiversity loss. Only through a collective,
all-of-society action and by living in harmony with nature can we ensure the well-being of all
species on our one planet. This is a duty incumbent on all of us.

The three themes of this exhibition - Humanity, Solidarity, One Planet - compel us to recognize
that we are all stewards of our planet and that the responsibility to safeguard it lies with each
and every one of us. We hope the exhibition inspires you to reflect and to embrace the shared
heritage of our world.

In the words of the UN Secretary-General, Mr. Anténio Guterres, “we are a divided world. We
can and must be United Nations.”
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35 Participating Countries

Australia

Austria

Bolivia (Plurinational State of)
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria

Chile

China

Cote d’lvoire

Croatia

Finland

Holy See (Vatican)
Hungary

India

Iran (Islamic Republic of)
Italy

Japan

Kazakhstan

Kuwalit

Kyrgyzstan
Malaysia

Mexico

Norway

Pakistan
Philippines
Republic of Korea
Romania

Russian Federation
Slovakia

Spain

Sri Lanka
Switzerland
Ukraine
Venezuela

Yemen

Zimbabwe
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Unknown artist, Pukamani Pole (Tutini), carved ironbark wood with natural ochres, 174x25x25 cm
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Australia
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The work of art displayed reflects the unique burial rites of the Tiwi people of
the Bathurst and Melville Islands, in Northern Australia. As part of this ritual,
the grave is marked with painted, hardwood ceremonial poles (tutini) such
as this one. These poles hold great significance in Tiwi culture, symbolizing
the cycle of life, death, and rebirth. Each pole is carved from a local species
of eucalyptus known as Ironbark and is considered a representation of the
deceased person.

The poles are painted with natural ochres and are left to weather and decay
over time. The poles are decorated with traditional patterns, celebrating
the life of the deceased. The pole on display features the four main colours
characteristic of Tiwi art - Kirijipuni (white), Arrikirninga (yellow), Yaringa
(red) and Charcoal (black).
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Ehsan Ronagh, The Tree of Life, digital art: print on canvas, reproduction by means of Al, 300x200 cm, 2023
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This digital artwork is inspired by the famous Austrian artist Gustav Klimt’s
masterpiece, “The Tree of Life”.

The Tree of Life represents the journey of human existence, symbolizing
the cycle of life and our inherent connection to nature and the universe.
The interconnected branches of the tree attempt to illustrate the unity and
connection of individuals, emphasizing the importance of standing together
as one. The deep roots of the tree are symbolic of our bond with Mother
Earth, highlighting the fact that it is not merely our habitat and home, but
rather a vital nurturing force; connecting all forms of life together.
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MUSEE BE TEXTILES
AMNBMOS BOLIVIAMNOS
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Unknown artist, Quechua Communities Festival in Ayopaya, 60x90 cm
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Bolivia (Plurinational State of)
S9N Fabowior Slgo

This photograph highlights the worldviews of indigenous people, which
encompass a philosophy of life and embrace the four fundamental principles
of complementarity, reciprocity, correspondence, and relationality. These
guiding principles serve to interconnect all elements of the cosmos,
emphasizing the interconnectedness of the individual and the collective in
harmony with nature. Rather than viewing nature as an object, indigenous
cultures recognize it as a subject with inherent rights.
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JAME' “ASE IASSANIL BOLELAI
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Information Department of Prime Minister’s Office of Brunei Darussalam, Jame” Asr Hassanil Bolkiah, photograph, 61x79 cm, 1994

VFYF o5l 916V i uSes oLy Jiwas pias ol damuno ipWalyls gy (6yjg Crunind yi83 iisilusy bl Lozl



[T, POVI- PR CRRPV-RESTE W I

Brunei Darussalam
pVlylo gaig 52

The architecture of Jame' Asr Hassanil Bolkiah Mosque of Brunei Darussalam
conveys a message of peace and harmony.
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llian Urumov, Functions of the Reality, mixed media and oil on canvas, polyptych (6 panels), 150x225 cm, 2016
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Bulgaria
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This painting is inspired by the artist’s fascination with modern architectural
structures, and notably the iconic Gherkin building in London, whose
distinctive shape and design act as a metaphor for the splintering and
integration of the surrounding urban landscape. The painting reflects the
complex interrelations and the interconnectedness between all people and
lifestyles, as well as the reflection of the common past, present and future
of humanity. Each fragment of the artwork - when looked at independently
- acts as a symbol for individuals and people.
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Maria José Pedraza, Vista del Valle Santiago con la Cordillera de Los Andes como tel6n de fondo, 63x94 cm, 2018
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This photograph portrays the valley of Santiago, with the city of Santiago,
Capital of Chile, in which every day, several million inhabitants, women,
men, and children, undertake efforts to contribute to live in a better city,
with greater freedom and equality, respecting while enjoying the natural
endowments that have blessed the Chilean land and its people.
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Wang Mingming, Qiu Ji (Sunny Day after Rain in Autumn), ink painting and calligraphy, 130x231 cm, 2011
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China
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In this painting, three birds gracefully wander through a wetland landscape,
beneath the shelter of a flourishing tree branch adorned with abundant
leaves and fruits. This artwork exudes a vibrant and lively energy, beautifully
depicting the harmonious coexistence and interdependence of diverse life
forms on our planet. This work of art not only captures the visual beauty
of nature, but it also represents the profound cultural values deeply rooted
in Chinese civilization. It exemplifies the enduring emphasis on harmony
between humans and the natural world.
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Toma Tribe, Lundai Mask, wood, metal, textile, 125x40x15 cm, 1957
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The Toma mask is prominently featured in ceremonies that bring together
entire communities, ranging from festivals to mourning and initiation
parties. These ceremonies hold immense significance, as they unite
people from diverse backgrounds. The beauty of the Toma mask lies in its
communicated belief that every individual is considered to be the same. It
represents the underlying belief in the oneness of all souls, embracing the
idea that we are connected as one on this planet.

Lagylolie U asd)Sagyloidie jlusygliro p 3,51y galye S 4S (olaprslyo yo diuszys yobods Logi Sunlo
calitro sbadiodiog b ol 8l A5l cagz 4o Wapawlro 0l 3)55 (50 iz ds 1) Sea £ )i sLaSlago o
20 0L 08 50 4 il yoly 0l 5 Logi Sulo (lizj iyl (S0Lyj el 1S (0 o2 e LS 501
Apadyly ol 0l g sl o g2g0 (rolad (SzyliSo 4 (guol (soliie] ;S0bles ol g0 438)S 15

e (59 4 4 Ll b dylas ¢yl yo Lo 4S



| HUMANITY. SOLIDARITY. ONE PLANET. |

Drago Stambuk, Zefir (Gentle Breeze), 34x23 cm, poem: 1999, Calligraphy: 2019
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Croatia
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This work of art is a calligraphic expression of a poem written by Ambassador
Drago Stambuk of Republic of Croatia. It explores our humanity and
the power of solidarity, highlighting the significance of sharing worldly
possessions and emphasizes the importance of spirituality in our daily lives.

“Zefir

If you have two loaves of bread
give one to a poor man;

sell the other and buy jasmine
to feed your soul.”
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Sofia Vuorenmaa, Uunisaari, etching (drawing on copper plate), 49x68 cm, 2023
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Finland
SERES

The prints displayed aim to portray the artist’s expressions, which revolve
around immersing herself in landscape, seashore and sea. The artist
dedicates considerable time to walking along the shoreline, carefully
capturing her perceptions and delving into the silent interactions between
herself and the environment. The artist has been exploring the surroundings
through the act of drawing and expresses sensations and memories of
natural phenomena.
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Arianna Cicconi, UN UNICO PADRE (A Sole Father) and FRATELLI TUTTI (Brothers and Sisters All)
for the ninth year of the pontification of his Holiness Pope Francis, bronze, 44 mm, 2021
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Holy See (Vatican)
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The medal depicts the Good Samaritan caring for the wounded man
laying along the wayside. In his Encyclical Letter “Fratelli Tutti” (2020)
Pope Francis challenges any notions of determinism or fatalism that
would justify indifference towards the suffering of others. Instead, a
different culture is called for, one in which conflicts are resolved and care is
extended to each other.

In the background, a tree serves as a symbol of interconnectedness,
emphasizing that we are all part of the same human family, “we are
all leaves on the same tree. Each leaf that falls reminds us of the great
mercy we should cultivate... for one another” (General Audience,
16 December 2020). In the distance, ariver and a boat represent the Church
as a vessel navigating the waters of life, embodying the importance of unity
and collective action in our shared journey on this planet.
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Gizella Varga-Sinai, oil on canvas, 35x50 cm
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Hungary
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This work of art portrays the contrasting notions of aggression and
compassion; the leopard as a predator conveys the image of aggression
and violence. Yet the flowers - symbols of peace and harmony - emerge
from the leopard’s mouth.

Despite the violence often practiced by humans, peace must prevail at the
end.
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Embassy of India in Tehran, India Connecting the World through Spices, video (still image), 2023
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India
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Spices have been an integral part of Indian culture and have played a pivotal
role in shaping global trade, cultural exchange, and culinary traditions. The
video showcases ten indigenous Indian spices, each with its unique flavour,
aroma and medicinal properties. These include iconic spices like turmeric,
cardamom, cinnamon, mustard seeds, cloves, black pepper, ginger and
more. By exploring the history, cultivation, and diversity of these spices,
the video conveys India’s rich heritage and its global impact.

Food brings people together, and the diversity of spices that add flavour to
our food is a testament of the beauty that lies in the diversity of humanity.
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Manuscript of Shahnameh (Ferdowsi) scripted by master Mohammad Momen Ebn-Mohammad Ghasem Mad’ov Kermani,
known as Asah Kermani, with 44 miniature assemblies, painted by master Mohammad Heravi Mozzahebbashi, 38x25 cm,1600
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Iran (Islamic Republic of )
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This edition of Shahnameh was written and prepared on 454 pages in Nastalig script on
Samarkand paper by the order of Mirza Hussain Khan Shamlu, the ruler of Herat. The 44 miniature
assemblies of this book were done without preliminary sketching and executed in the form of
the consolidated schools of Herat, Tabriz and Qazvin initially; and were made closer to the style
of the school of Isfahan in the implementation stage. The cover is lacquered and the painting is
on Alvan canvas. Similarly, it doesn’t have any sketches and is attributed to Muhammad Zaman
Ibn Haj Yusuf Qomi.

Ferdowsi has used the concept of humanity as one of the main axes of Shahnameh and tried to
invite humanity to humane characteristics. Dr. Mohammad Ali Eslami Nodoshan, a prominent
researcher of Persian language and literature has said the following about Shahnameh,
“Shahnameh is generally a battle between good and evil and this battle reaches a point where
good must overcome evil; the value of Shahnameh is that Ferdowsi is a poet of humanity and
goodness.” In short, Shahnameh is an impartial book that describes humanity at its best.

“The world is full of treasures, thrones, and crowns: a man/ Were fortunate indeed to win the
all! Gudarz in hearing this stood up and said/ ( to Rustam): O thou chieftain good and just,
The host’s support, the adornment of the throne!/ The crown and throne and helm are bright
through thee.

Resplendent wisdom is thy capital/ And provand of thy soul.”

Registered as number 580 on the list of National Works, 2018/01/25
In the collection of Niavaran Cultural-Historic Complex
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Roberto Villa, portrait of Pier Paolo Pasolini, Jameh Mosque, Isfahan, Iran, digital image of the original, 50x75 cm, 1973
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This photo was taken by Roberto Villa on the set in Isfahan of Pier Paolo
Pasolini’s movie “The Flower of the One Thousand and One Nights”. It
wisely captures the essence of the Italian intellectual’s attachment to Iran,
a country he considered extremely attractive in its artistic and monumental
heritage, rich in history and genuinely hospitable to its guests.

Part of an exhibit that the Italian Embassy in Tehran organized together with
the Pejman Foundation in Tehran at Argo Factory in 2022, this portrait’s
background is a testimony to the values of cultural exchanges between
Italy and Iran.
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Kimiagar Studio, Kitsune, polyester and acrylic paint, 62x51x20 cm
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For the Japanese, pursuing solidarity and humanity is of great importance.
They deeply appreciate nature and animals as they believe that all living
beings on our planet are interconnected and share a common spiritual
essence. One example of this connection with nature is seen in the Kitsune,
the fox.

In Japanese legends, there are various types of Kitsune; and their behaviour
is rooted in friendship and loyalty. The Kitsune symbolizes the Japanese
reverence for nature and embodies their belief in the interconnectedness
of all living beings. It serves as a reminder to treat nature and animals with
respect, kindness and consideration.
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Erlan Zhaliev, In the Yurt, oil on canvas, 73x94 cm, 1994
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Kazakhstan
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In Kazakh culture, the family holds a special place of solidarity and harmony.
Family plays a central role in society and it serves as the foundation for
nurturing essential virtues such as empathy, kindness and respect for one
another. This sense of solidarity extends beyond the immediate family, as
Kazakh culture places great importance on kinship. Relatives are regarded
as an integral part of the family network and their connections contribute to
a wider sense of community and support. The values fostered within families
do not only promote harmony and unity but also have a positive impact
on the wider society and the planet as a whole. By upholding solidarity
and peace within the family, Kazakh culture emphasizes the importance of
treating everyone with respect.
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Unknown artist, Old Kuwait, photography, 47x61 cm
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Kuwait
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At the onset of the 20th century, Kuwait's reliance on fishing, pearl
collecting and sea trade played a vital role in the livelihoods of its residents.
The strategic geographical location of the State of Kuwait allowed it to
serve as a unique trading port between the Indian subcontinent and East
Africa. This historical context demonstrates the mutual interdependence
of diverse communities and nations, as they came together in economic
cooperation, forging connections and fostering a sense of unity. It serves as
a reminder that humanity’'s progress and prosperity are intrinsically linked
to our collective efforts in promoting sustainable trade and harmonious
relationships that transcend borders and contribute to the well-being of
our one planet.
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Unknown artist, Yurt, 20x22x22 cm
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Kyrgyzstan
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Yurts play a crucial role in Kyrgyz culture, representing more than just houses.
They symbolize the family, the earth and the universe, encompassing various
aspects of life from birth to death. Yurts are serving as the backdrop for
important rituals, ceremonies and showcasing traditional craftsmanship and
artistry.

While yurts can be found across Eurasia with variations in materials, dimensions,
and traditions, the Kyrgyz yurts are distinct. They are constructed using birch
poles tied together in a latticework pattern to form the vertical walls. The outer
covering is made of water-repellent and warm felt and wool, which can be
easily patched when needed. The pinnacle of the yurt is marked by the tunduk,
a wooden circle, which holds immense symbolism representing both family and
the universe.

Each item has a specific place and carries meaning through its designs. Many
of these designs and ornaments derive inspiration from nature, reflecting the
close relationship of the nomadic lifestyle with the natural world.
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Unknown artist, Orchids (Floral and Fauna), batik, 24x24 cm, 2017
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Malaysia
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Utilizing natural tools instead of plastic in the painting process renders
artworks environmentally friendly and in harmony with nature. The materials
used in the industry are primarily derived from natural bases, contributing
to their eco-friendly nature, and underlining their minimal impact on the
environment. In adherence to Islamic law, Malaysian batiks refrain from
depicting human or animal forms, opting for floral designs that, at their
essence, honour humanity.
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Wixarika Artisans, Mexico, Nayari - The Jaguar, sculpture covered with beads, 37x19x17 cm, 2023
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Mexico
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Wixarika means “person of deep heart who loves knowledge”. The Wixarika
people know that the sun, the earth, the wind, the clouds, the animals, the
water and the seeds are related to work, food, joy and community ties.
They know that, in nature, it is necessary to keep alive the bonds that unite
us all with each other, to ask others how they have been and what do they
need, to let others know how we are and what we need. In this way, in
communication, we can all be better, feel accompanied and know that we
are part of a world that is ours, and to which we all belong.
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Hakon Gullvag, portrait of playwright Henrik Ibsen, graphic print, 24x24 cm, 2006
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Norway
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This artwork is a portrait of renowned Norwegian playwright Henrik lbsen.
In Henrik lbsen’s work, the question often arises - “what makes us
human?” In his works, there is a sense of solidarity which screams, “we are
living under one roof” on our beautiful planet.

Caption by : Melika Foroughi
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Zarmena Aslam, Humanity/Solidarity/One Planet, oil on canvas, 89x60 cm, 2023
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Pakistan
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This painting symbolizes the importance of honouring the dignity of
every person, rewarding efforts with justice, promoting upward mobility
and fostering solidarity within strong communities. The piece highlights
the need for unity and solidarity against the targeting, demonization
and vilification of any group of people. The blue colour, often associated
with the sky and the sea, evokes a sense of openness, freedom, intuition,
imagination, inspiration and sensitivity. It also represents equality between
people of every race.
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Isabelle Ocier, Butanding, silk cloth crafted, 87x91 cm
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This art work symbolizes the preservation and protection of the Butanding,
or whale shark - one of the largest species known to inhabit the deep
Philippine Seas - the gentle giants of the ocean.

The artist masterfully depicts the many islands of the Philippine archipelago
in the form of these endangered sea creatures, expressing the profound
connection of the country to the rich marine life of the

Philippine Seas.

The configurations of the various Butanding in this work are also a semblance
of the Republic of the Philippines’ maritime territorial entitlements,
surrounding the archipelago in line with the spirit of the UN Convention on
the Law of the Sea.
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Unknown Artist, Irworobongdo (painting of the Sun, Moon and the Five Peaks), Korean folding screen, 225x425 cm
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Republic of Korea
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The artwork depicts elements closely associated with nature, such as a
burning red sun, a full moon, peaks, and two fast-flowing streams. These
natural elements symbolize the beauty and harmony of the Earth. The
presence of the sun and moon represents the continuous cycle of day
and night, the interconnectedness of all living beings and the universal
experience shared by humanity. In traditional Korean art, the five peaks
symbolize the diverse landscapes found across our planet and the rich
tapestry of cultures and societies.

The pairing of the coniferous trees further emphasizes the importance of
solidarity and unity. Just as the trees stand side by side, humanity should
also come together as a global community, to support each other while
facing the challenges and preserve the beauty of our shared home.
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Unknown Artist, George Enescu (Romanian musician and composer), 85x35x38 cm
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Romania
LTy

This sculpture depicts the renowned Romanian composer, violinist,
conductor and teacher - George Enescu. His legacy is known for not only
creating magnificent music, but also for teaching countless students to
come together and find harmony and solidarity in the power of music;
which transcends borders and languages.
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Collective of the School at the Embassy of the Russian Federation in the Islamic Republic of Iran
Students: Arina Basharo, Irina Bochkareva, Ekaterina Tanaeva, Art teacher: Elena Sashchenko.
The World is Wonderful as a Persian Carpet, aquarelle, 83x60 cm, 2023
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The beauty of our planet is in its diversity and every nation and every
person fills it with new colours. Just like how every thread and knot in a
Persian carpet contributes to a unique pattern, the multitudes of cultures,
traditions and people of the country symbolize the vibrant tapestry of our
world. The artwork serves as a poignant reminder that in the face of wars
and conflicts, we have a shared responsibility to protect and preserve our
humankind and the beauty of our planet.
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Stefan Kocka, Kovaé (Blacksmith), oil on canvas, 45x35 cm, 2022
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Slovakia
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This artwork aims to portray the appreciation of each and every work in the
human dimension. The craftmanship of blacksmithing can be represented as
a merging process; bringing people, their cultures, traditions and customs
in togetherness on Planet Earth.
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Txema Magdalena, Umbrella of Compassion, street photography, 60x90 cm, 2014
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A heartwarming moment witnessed during a sudden storm reflects the
themes of humanity, solidarity and our interconnectedness on this planet.
As an elderly woman stood alone getting drenched, a young man selflessly
sacrificed his own shield to protect her. This act of kindness demonstrates
the inherent compassion within humanity, transcending age and personal
comfort. The photo serves as a powerfulreminder of the shared responsibility
we have to look out for one another despite our differences. This heartfelt
experience inspires us to embrace our empathy and foster a more unified
and compassionate world.
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Unknown artist, Ancient City of Sigiriya, Sigiriya is located in Matale District near the town of Dambulla in the Central Province, Sri Lanka.
The site was designated a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1982.
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The ruins of Sigiriya, the ancient capital built by King Kassapa | (95-477 AD)
resonate with the themes of humanity, solidarity and the interconnectedness
of our planet. This magnificent site, situated on a towering granite peak
called the “Lion's Rock”, stands as a reminder of our shared history and the
ingenuity of human craftsmanship. The series of galleries and staircases,
emerging from a monumental lion figure, symbolize our relentless pursuit
of knowledge, culture and progress. Sigiriva, located in Sri Lanka’s
Central Province, holds great significance as a UNESCO World Heritage
site, highlighting the collective responsibility to preserve and appreciate
the wonders left by our ancestors for the benefits of present and future
generations.
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Valentin Roschacher, Jungfrau Mountain, oil on canvas, 100x120 cm, 2007
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Switzerland
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The Jungfrau, one of the highest mountains in Switzerland, is home to six
glaciers and the source of many legends. As many other mountainous regions,
the Alpine region is affected by climate change. The painting reminds us of
the need to protect our environment and the planet we live on.
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Ivan Loboda, Vyshivalnytsya (Embroiderer), oil on canvas (digital print of the original), 100x70 cm, 1971
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Ivan Loboda is a prominent portraitist and landscape painter from Ukraine
in the second half of the 20th century.

According to the Oleksii Shovkunenko Kherson Regional Art Museum,
“Embroiderer” is one of about 11,000 works of art that were at the
collection of the Museum but disappeared during the temporary occupation
of Kherson city (March - November 2022).
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Unknown artist, Hammock, 250x200 cm
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The best hammocks of Venezuela are woven in the small town of Tintorero,
located near Barquisimeto, Lara State, in the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela, with cotton wick thread. Each hammock is unique, and is made
in a double threaded loom with pedals and a tightly woven knit stich and a
closet weft - similar to a cloth. Hammocks are not just beautiful handicraft
samples, but also serve as a place to rest.
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Unknown artist, Stone House, clay model of the Dar al-Hajar Palace, 44x30x15 cm
The palace was built in the 18th Century AD on a large rock and the ruins of a palace from the Sabaean Empire, dating three thousand years.
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The clay work displayed is from the Dar al-Hajar Palace, which was built in
the 18th century AD on a large rock and on the ruins of a palace from the
Sabaean Empire, about three thousand years old.

The palace is located on the outskirts of the Yemeni capital, Sana’a, by the
famous Yemeni architect, Ali Saleh Al-Ammari. The palace was a summer
residence for kings and the imams of Yemen. It was built in the typical
Yemeni architectural style. The piece represents the high levels of mastery
reached by the Yemenis in architecture and design.
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Dominic Benhura, Resilient Woman, hand stone curving, 45x15 cm
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Created by the hands of Zimbabwean sculptor Dominic Benhura, this piece
of art depicts a woman agonizing over the effects of climate change.

The woman’s head is seen as upside down between two strong pillars, with
her face almost covered by the pillars, so that she breathes with difficulty.
This artwork aims to form a space for women to reflect on their narrative
of climate change as, globallyy, women and girls are known to be
disproportionately affected by the impacts of a changing climate.
To save our planet and our humanity from a grim future, all women and men
should be united.
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UN Corner:
Selected gifts to the United Nations
Headquarters in New York
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ArtLords (including Kabir Mokamel, Abdul Hakim Magsodi, Meher Agha Sultani, Omaid Sharifi, Yama Farhard, Negina Azimi, Enayat Hikmat,
Zahid Amini, Ali Hashimi, Mohammad Razeq Meherpour, Abdul Razaq Hashemi, Nadima Rustam), The Unseen Afghanistan, 250x400 cm, 2021
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Iran (Islamic Republic of )
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Mohammad Seirafian, Persian carpet, 526x485 cm, 2005
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Carl Frederik Reuterswérd, Non-Violence, 200x111x127 cm, 1989
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NorthMacedonia
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Vasko Taskovski, Friend of Peace, 175.5x249 cm, 2000
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Per Krohg, Untitled (Mural for Peace), 48x29 m, 1952
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UN Staff Memorial Committee
and Marc Chagall
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Marc Chagall with Brigette Simon and Charles Marg, Memorial to Dag Hammarskjold and Others, 365x457.1cm, 1964
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William Anders (astronaut), “Earthrise”, photography (taken from lunar orbit),1968
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The variety of artworks on display in this exhibition exemplifies the diversity
prevalent in our world. Despite this, common values of “Humanity, Solidarity
and One Planet” have inspired some unprecedented achievements of global
collaboration.

While many challenges persist, the United Nations has been able to stabilize many
conflict situations, as well as to lead the way on the progressive development of
international law, to eradicate polio and smallpox, protect the ozone layer, and
lead international efforts for unprecedented poverty reduction, among many
other achievements.
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